
 

Eastern Coyote  
Scientific Name: Canis latrnas 

About the Eastern Coyote 
 
You will most likely hear the Canis latrans or “singing dog” before you 
ever see one. Calling out to pack members and yipping and whopping 
with excitement make anybody stop and listen with curiosity, delight 
and perhaps a wee bit of anxiety.  The Eastern Coyote is a blend of 
the Western coyote and gray wolf.  When gray wolves were pushed to 
their northern limits in eastern North America, western coyotes moved 
and hybridized with gray wolves. The result was a smaller canid than 
the wolf but a larger coyote than the western species.  The coyotes we 
see and hear now are about half the size of gray wolf. A key 
identification feature to tell them apart is to watch their tail when they 
move. Coyote tails will flow downwards and wolf tails will flow straight 
back. Also, coyotes have a tendency to stop and look back when 
running away or when they hear a noise.   Another difference is that 
wolves form large packs while a pack for a coyotes consists of a 
breeding pair with their most recent pups.  
 
Coyotes breed for life and will seek out dens to rear their young, which 
are born in March and April.  Males have to hustle to feed all those 
mouths so its al a carte everything. Coyotes are generalists which 
means they can live in most climates and areas and eat just about 
anything.  They love eating rabbits, hares and deer in the winter but 
enjoy rodents, snakes, frogs, birds, berries, apples. Turkey feathers 
were recently found in our bush that were torn from the body, and 
Thanksgiving has long passed!   
 
Like them or not, coyotes are integrated in our society whether in an 
urban setting or agricultural. They’re excellent at adapting and living in 
an around us. Most of the time we don’t know they’re around until 



dusk sets in and they sing that unforgettable song. Coyotes may be 
the trickster is Native American lore but they should always be taken 
seriously.  Occasionally they will prey on livestock and if accustomed 
to humans will distressfully predate cats and dogs.  The Ministry of 
Natural Resources is a great resource for wildlife conflict prevention 
and education: https://www.ontario.ca/page/preventing-and-
managing-conflicts-coyotes-wolves-and-foxes. 
 
Wild About Winter program series: 
Georgian Bay Wildlife in partnership with Clearview Township, has 
launched a 4-week series for local families and area residents to learn 
more about birds and wildlife in our region. Learn more: 
www.discoverclearview.ca/wild-about-winter 
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